2019-08 Passenham
3.5 mile level walk starting at the Shoulder of Mutton in Calverton again, but this time
along the bank of the Ouse round to Stony Stratford and back, with a side trip to
Passenham.
Start & finish – Shoulder of Mutton pub. Intended to return from Passenham to Ouse,
cross Long Plank, turn northwards, round to Stony Stratford Bridge, down High Street,
Horse Fair and along footpath that runs parallel to Calverton Road.
We spent so much interesting time in Passenham Church that we had to retrace our
path having crossed Long Plank. Pub good, good food, very pleasant people.

The Parks Trust walk leaflet (see below) provides details; we started from Calverton
rather than the Picnic Place.
Passenham Church
NB there are no toilets at the church.
Walk talk (abridged):
The dedication to St Guthlac (674-715) is rare, 11 churches in Lincolnshire,
Leicestershire, one in Hereforshire and this one. Guthlac was a scion of a noble family
from Lincolnshire. He is strongly associated with the Abbey of Crowlands near
Peterborough where he lived as a hermit and where a shrine to him was erected in the
12th century. He had a sainted sister, St. Pega.
921 King Edward son of Alfred the Great here with army. Danes beyond Watling St,
Mercia this side. Buckingham, Towcester. No battle.
Ancient royal manor, owned by every major family, king and monastery.

The church dates back to the 13th /14th century but was largely rebuilt in the early 17th
– upper stages of the tower, the nave roof, and the whole of the chancel.
The rebuild was carried out by Sir Robert Banastre in 1626. His new chancel has a
wagon roof painted with blue and golden stars (restored in 1960’s). The choir stalls are
two years later (dated 1628) and have contemporary misericords in the form of a lion,
unicorn, monster etc.
Elsewhere in the church you will find murals of saints and biblical characters, box pews,
a remodelled Jacobean pulpit, early 19th century Royal Arms and a marble font
designed by Lawrence Bond in 1976.
Memorial to Sir Robert Bannister or Banastre, lived about 1570 – 1649, Lord of the
Manors of Passenham and Furtho, which he enclosed and cleared of tenants.
Ghost 1 – Bannister broke his neck in the hunting field and his horse dragged his
mangled body home. The woman who prepared his body for burial heard a cry “Steady!
Steady! I am not ready!” This cry was also heard at his actual burial. The spirit of
Bannister has been said to drive his carriage and pair up to the doors of the Manor
House, or to go for a midnight gallop, especially on dark and stormy nights.
Ghost 2 – Nancy Lee – soldier husband died, baby died, drowned herself in the mill
pond.
Ghost 3 – Seven skeletons under the dining room floor of the rectory found in 1874;
reports of occupants of the room being unable to relax and occupants of the bedroom
above not being able to sleep because of dread.
Parks Trust walk leaflet

