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Buckingham and District U3A Newsletter
Number 54 September2015 Web Address www.buckinghamu3a.org.uk
Opinions and statements made by individual members
are not necessarily those of the Editor or Trustees
The next Newsletter is due out in December; deadline for copy is November 20th

Chairman's Notes
We call ourselves the University of the Third Age. Universities Study, Teach and
perform Research. I think we are pretty good at the first two activities but fall
down on the research side. A number of U3A's have tackled this problem by
starting joint projects with local museums and universities. Known as Shared
Learning Projects (SLP's) their common characteristics are that they have:Clear Terms of Reference:
Defined Deliverables, for example a report or pamphlet:
A Defined Timescale:
I am delighted to tell you that our U3A will start our first SLP in September when we will be working with Stowe
House to catalogue the documentation on the relationship between Stowe House and the people of Buckingham. If
you wish to know anymore please contact Roger Edwards (01280 815588) who is co-ordinating the project.
All the monthly meetings are organised by the committee. We felt that there might be groups who would like to
invite an external speaker and promote their group activities. We are therefore inviting any group that wishes to do
this to apply to the committee. All additional expenses will be met centrally.
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find details of vacant posts on the committee and an invitation to propose
members who wish to stand. Please consider if you or someone you know will be willing to do so. We need a
continuous flow of new people with new ideas to help grow our U3A. In addition to the committee we are looking
for a person or persons willing to take responsibility for our socials. They are a popular part of our current
programme and it would be a shame if we had to cancel or reduce them because we had no-one willing to organise
them.

Disabled Access
The committee is concerned that some of our members may find their membership of groups is restricted because
of access problems. Venues are chosen by individual groups on the basis of group size and activity. In at least one
case a group has chosen to meet in the home of a disabled member to eliminate access issues.
All public venues are paid for centrally apart from a standard charge per head of 50p per visit. The committee has
never refused the use of a suitable venue on the basis of cost. On occasion access to a public venue is restricted by
the letting authority. For example wheel chair access to the Mezzanine room at the library is restricted by the
availability of trained staff to assist exiting in the case of fire. We are discussing with the local authority how this
might be alleviated.
We urge any member who feels their access is restricted to contact the committee so that the situation can be
reviewed and, where possible, access can be organised.
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Technical equipment
All our equipment, except the video camera, is now held by John White. Anyone wishing to borrow these or make
enquiries should contact John on 01280 824468 or 07921 823189.

New U3A in Brackley
You may be aware that there are already a number of U3A's in the surrounding towns. Milton Keynes, Towcester,
Banbury and Bicester are all well established. Now a new one is being launched in Brackley. If you live in the
Brackley area and would like to try it out then go along to the launch meeting on Thursday 17th of September at 10
am in the Methodist Church on the High Street.

COMPUTING FOR BEGINNERS/NEW CLASS/SAMSUNG GALAXY TABLET
Following the success of the iPad and laptop/tablet classes, I will be starting a new class from 5th October for a
6 week concentrated course. The course is for 6 members only, of whom I have 5, there is one place available.
If you are interested please check out the U3A website and either email or contact me on:
01280 823549 or 07771 760835
I look forward to hearing from you
Barbara Willis – Group Coordinator
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Charity Stall
In May the Garden Stall raised a total of £130; £57 of this came from the good folk of Victoria Row as I took the ‘left
overs’ from the stall to them after the meeting.
The White Elephant Stall in June raised a modest £45.
The July raffle raised £148 which was splendid as all the prizes were donated. Also in July the Towcester U3A let me
sell my Little Book at their Summer Fete, this raised £71.
So far we have raised £804 towards of our target of £1,500.
Try not to miss the Produce Stall in September. We have six different marmalades, eight different jams, jellies,
chutneys and relishes. The blackberry bushes in the garden are doing well so there should be some blackberry and
apple jam and bramble jelly. Tomatoes, too, are flourishing which means there should be green and red tomato
chutney on the stall as well.
We do not have a stall in October but there will be a donation box by the door.
In November we will be selling Jewellery and Bling, a chance to donate your bits and pieces, buy Christmas presents
or treat yourself. Alongside this we will have a selection of books which may especially appeal to two of our groups;
for art lovers we have some splendid books on artists and art movements, for practising artists a variety of books on
painting techniques including several on the use of acrylics.
In November we will also be selling the popular Christmas Quiz sheets, this year the subject is The United States of
America. As before the prizes will be book tokens.
In December there will be great prizes in our usual Christmas Raffle.
Please support our fundraising activities on behalf of Buckingham Young Carers.

Dusty

DO YOU ENJOY YOUR U3A?
Speaking personally, I would give a resounding YES to the above question. The University of the Third Age, although
not strictly a university in the modern sense, nor even necessarily restricted to retirement-age people, is a
wonderfully adaptable institution, offering (but not insisting on) friendship, new skills, sharing of information,
exercise and exploration of anything and everything. Our Buckingham and District U3A prefers to work with a light
touch from the committee but some decisions still need to be made for the whole to function to the best advantage
of all.
With hand on heart, I can honestly say I thoroughly enjoy not only all the groups I choose to belong to but also the
privilege of being part of that committee, from which the overview of all the activities is pretty impressive. Great
things are happening in Buckingham and we ought to shout to the roof tops about all the fun we are having!
HOWEVER, we still need some volunteers who are willing to put something back to help keep the wheels turning. At
the AGM we shall have three committee members resigning: the Membership Secretary (for which we already have
one nomination), the New Members Welcome Officer and the Secretary.
PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING FOR THE COMMITTEE; don’t wait for someone to ask you, talk to Clive, our
Chairman, or to any of us. It really is not onerous – only ten meetings a year, plus the opportunity to get to know
others and to dig a little deeper into the working of the association. Roles can be merged or created: for instance a
new role of Social Coordinator is being considered to cover New Members Welcome and the overseeing of some
social events, nearly all jobs need a “shadow” who could take over in emergency and we especially need a secretary
who is either younger than I am or more familiar with computers!
As a final secretarial task, I would like to pass on 2016 diaries to Group Coordinators who have not yet been thanked
for their work. There will be a number left over which can be bought for £2. Please apply at the welcome table or
contact me direct, either about diaries ….or of course, about taking on the role of secretary!

Valerie Shaw
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New Year Lunch
This year’s lunch will be held at
Villiers Hotel Restaurant
Sunday 10th January 2016
Time12.15 p.m. for 1.00 p.m.
There are only 70 seats and bookings will be taken on a first come – first serve basis. I will not be dealing with
bookings until the 1st October but you may send in your applications before that date. Please mark your envelope –
New Year’s Lunch. I will then date them upon receipt.
Because the tables are of various sizes, I will not be taking bookings for tables of 10 as of the last few years.
If you wish to sit with your friends, please send all booking forms and cheques together in one envelope. (No Bank
transfers for the lunch.)
If you would like to meet up with some different people, please send your application and cheque in an envelope
and I will arrange to put you together on one table.
My address is:
Lesley Suggate
26 Highlands Road, Buckingham, MK18 1PL.
(No email bookings will be taken.)
*********
We have booked Villiers this year as it is central in Buckingham. We have chosen to have two rather than three
courses as this keeps the price down.
Price £19 for Main Course and Dessert.
You will be able to pre-book your wine and drinks at a table in the reception area. The meal caters for some dietary
preferences but if you have any specific enquiries, you should contact Villiers Hotel.
Menu/Booking Form included with this Newsletter as a separate sheet
Please put your Name and Telephone number on the booking sheet

Outings and Trips
I mentioned in the previous article that we were going to the Geffrye Museum and British Library. Both places were
exceedingly interesting. In the Geffrye there were rooms depicting furniture from various periods and a very pretty
garden, although the catering department left much to be desired. After a considerable time driving around the
Euston and Marylebone area we eventually found a legitimate turning enabling us to get close to the British Library
and disembark. We all sympathised with the poor driver and the people at the Library were equally sympathetic.
The Library is an amazing place and well worth a return visit. Our visit to Wightwick was superb. It was most
hospitable and a pleasure to walk around, both the house and gardens. Much of the décor is William Morris which
made me think perhaps a visit to William Morris’s house should be on the cards for next year. Our visit to Mottisfont
was enjoyed by all even though some of the roses were past their best. However, as one of the attendants said, we
had missed the hordes of people and the many coaches which had been there during the previous few weeks. Syon
House was equally enjoyable. It is a private house owned by the Duke of Northumberland with grounds designed by,
yes you’ve guessed it, none other than Capability Brown. We are looking forward to the forthcoming visits to
Birmingham Botanical Gardens including, for some of us, a visit to a local fish and chip shop. We have Bolsover
Castle and the Supreme Court coming up in September and October respectively.

Beryl Carr
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Deutschegruppe Eins
German Group 1 was asked to provide a translated guide for visitors to the Old Gaol Museum. We were given a
guided tour of the museum and after 'Kaffee und Kuchen' (coffee and cakes) a discussion ensued about what foreign
visitors would want to know about the museum and its contents. Members chose which area of the museum was of
particular interest to them and then used that to work on a translated guide. Post visit we discussed, translated and
finally provided a short guide for German visitors to improve their tour of the Old Gaol Museum.
Perhaps now the other U3A Language Groups will volunteer to provide foreign language short guides to assist the
museum staff. How about it the French, Italian, Spanish or other groups?
Apart from improving your language skills it is very enjoyable and informative. You hear the chequered and
fascinating history of the “The Loyal and Ancient Borough of Buckingham”.
Foreign language group leaders please contact Chairman of the Old Gaol Trust, Helene Hill (Tel: 01280 823020)
or Lilian McDonald (Tel: 01280 813449) to help the Old Gaol Museum offer an improved experience for foreign
visitors to Buckingham.

Lilian McDonald

Buckingham U3a Chess Club.
We have a new Group, and the Organiser is Mike Weston, tel: 01280 824414.
At the time of going to press, our membership is only five, but of course we hope to grow.
Until we do, we’re kindly being hosted by the Board Games group, who meet on the 1st floor of Buckingham Library
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month between 10am and noon.
We’re looking to commence our season on the 3rd Wednesday in September.
Mike entertains hopes of being able to field a team in the Bedfordshire League in 12 months time, but that remains
to be seen! These ambitions should not discourage beginners, and rudimentary training will be offered.
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Creative Writing
About four or five years ago I suggested to our writers group that we try to write a play between us and offer it to
the play reading group to read, just for fun. I or someone else suggested we should each write the part of attendees
at a funeral. How we each knew the dear departed, describing incidents in her past etc. However, when we came to
join these separate pieces together to make a whole it was a nightmare. Several different stories didn't tie together,
children appeared out of nowhere and time lines of events were fractured. One of our members volunteered to try
and sort out the muddle and the finished product was then delivered to the play readers. They were not impressed.
However, I'm an irrepressible optimist and thought it was about time to attempt this again. I suggested we each
wrote a scenario in which about 8 characters meet together for some reason and have a conversation interesting
enough to build a play around. So we each dutifully arrived at our next meeting with different ideas and thankfully
one idea sprang out at us, making the choice an easy one. Death was again involved but this time it was the reading
of a will which was chosen and the idea was thought up by Jennie Cordner. I'll leave her to describe how she
thought of the intriguing story.

Susie Kelly

My family always say that my brain works in an intriguingly different way – useful for a ‘would be’ writer. The idea
for the Radio Play came to me after I had visited my Facebook page; Mr Facebook kept insisting there were people
who I might know and wish to befriend. They were the friends of friends of friends most of them unknown to me. I
decided to do a spot of sleuthing. I typed in random names to see what popped up. It was easy! I could read all
about these people, from what they had had for breakfast to the dates of their forthcoming holiday. (They were in
effect advertising unoccupied houses – scary.) My train of thought led me to think of a lonely lady, ultimately the
Mrs Dorothea Bailey in the play we read at the Social, having no family of her own to write about but was able to use
information on these unsecured Facebook accounts to create a family for herself. All in all I was pleased with the
end result of my research and sleuthing and was gratified that it was my idea that was used for the final
performance.

Jennie Cordner
Croquet update

Once again it has been an excellent season with the number of players once again increasing and, thanks to the U3A
Committee, we have been able to purchase additional equipment to enable the group to continue to grow.
The group has also branched out and played friendly matches against Winslow and Leighton Linslade. The matches
were very enjoyable and it is planned that we should repeat them next year and maybe have a couple more against
other teams. As well as being fun, the matches enable us all to improve our games by playing against more
experienced players. All of our opposite numbers were generous with advice and hints on the rules and the various
strategies of the game. Many of the strategies are aimed at thwarting opponents and making their lives as difficult
as possible. Let nobody think that croquet is a gentle game played by gentle people – it can be quite vicious at times!
We have also been visited on two occasions by coaches from the English Croquet Association. These two
experienced and highly skilled players were very patient with all of us and passed on all sorts of tips on how to be
better players. As always the problem is then putting the theory into practice; however, everybody tries and there is
no doubt that all players have benefited from the teaching.
Even with all of the additional activities that have taken place however, enjoyment remains the most important
aspect of the Friday afternoon croquet sessions and it is fair to say that we have all had a great deal of that this
summer. A very pleasant group of people, playing an interesting and involving game in a lovely setting at
Buckingham Town Cricket Club on a warm (and they have been mostly warm) summer afternoon – what could be
better? So, in a few weeks the season will be over, but it will no doubt seem no time at all before we start again on
the Friday after Easter 2016. If anybody would wish to join the group – we have room for more members so please
let me know.

Roger Edwards

7

Art Appreciation
Due to ill health of the group co-ordinator, Pamela Tonge, the group meetings were suspended for a short period but
they have now been resumed from 17th April onwards. Unfortunately Pamela was not able to continue her role as
the co-ordinator and a new co-ordinator has replaced her. It was decided the group will meet once per month. The
meetings are now held on first Friday of each month in the mezzanine suite, Buckingham Centre, Verney Close at
10:15 a.m. Topics for each meeting used to run on a programme of artists through different periods of the artic
development. The current ad hoc arrangement of topics will be brought soon on track to complete the English
School of Artists from late 19th to early 20th Century. The details of the group and its activities are published
regularly on the U3A website.
Since the last newsletter, the group has visited National Portrait Gallery for the exhibition on Sargent, Portraits of
Artists and Friends on 18th May and Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge on 30th June 2015 for the exhibition on
Treasured Possessions from the Renaissance to the Enlightenment and Ruskin’s Turner.

Art Appreciation Group on the Visit to Fitzwilliam Museum on 30 June 2015

Pamela Tonge receiving a Thank You card from the Group, for her long
leadership of Art Appreciation, on 3rd July 2015
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Theatre Outings
We have now had our first theatre trip since I took over organising them, which was to Milton Keynes to see an
evening performance of ”And Then There were None”. We all met at Bella Pasta first and had a meal before the
theatre where we experienced a very enjoyable evening of one of Agatha Christie’s plots.
Future shows which are booked and are taking place are the Jersey Boys in September to Aylesbury. This is our first
trip to Aylesbury.
King Charles lll, the National Theatre’s production about Charles becoming king. This is on October 13th at Milton
Keynes at 7.30pm. At the time of writing there is one ticket still available for this. We will probably go for a meal
before this show too. Later in October there is the English National Ballet’s production of Romeo and Juliet. In
November the much acclaimed National Theatre’s “Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time”. Our final show
for the year is “Last Tango in Paris” with Flavia and Vincent from Strictly. (This is their final show).

For 2016 - all at Milton Keynes
Matthew Bourne’s Sleeping Beauty Ballet
Wednesday January 27th @ 2.30pm. Tickets cost £18. These tickets have to be paid for in November so please do
not delay to book if you are interested.
An Inspector Calls
JB Priestley’s play (another National Theatre production) on Thursday February 23rd @ 2.30pm. Tickets are £21.
Later in the year we have two musicals:
Chicago
Wednesday March 16th @2.30pm Tickets £25.
The Bodyguard
Thursday April 14th @ 2.30pm. Tickets £25.
Stop press. Brendan Cole comes to MK for one night only. Friday March 25th 7.30pm (Good Friday) Tickets cost
£33.00. Circle and stalls. Book by September 18th.
To book contact me at tickets@buckinghamu3a.org.uk or ring me on 01869 278149

Di Procter

Strollers
Strollers have had a good summer of walks,
some local, some a bit further afield.
Weather has been kind to us. The picture
was taken in July on a lovely walk along the
bridle way in Twyford followed by coffee at
the Twyford Community shop where once
again the bread proved very popular with
the strollers. We have also done the
Buckingham Town Quiz and a walk and quiz
around Maids Moreton. Unfortunately I am
unable to take on any new members at
present. However if anyone wishes to go on
a waiting list please ring me,
Sheila Dalzell 01280 817747
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Recorder Group
For nearly three years the Recorder Group has beneﬁted from the experience and knowledge of former professional
musician, Derek Smith, who has been our conductor and coach. Derek has now decided to retire and the group
offers him our sincere thanks for his inspiration and encouragement, which has helped to develop the group into a
more conﬁdent, coherent ensemble. We wish him well in his retirement. Currently we are taking turns to conduct
and lead the group but if there are any musicians out there who would like to try conducting us we would love to
hear from you.
In June we played our second CAFE concert at a care home in north Brackley, including some wartime favourites
such as “We’ll Meet Again”.
In July the group was invited by the Heartstrings Orchestra to play at a charity Garden Party in Middle Claydon.
Several music groups and performers entertained the guests on a lovely sunny, if windy, afternoon, helping to raise
£700 for Alzheimer’s Research.
We also very much enjoyed playing at the U3A Summer Social to a very appreciative audience!
Whilst we always welcome new players to the group we are also still keen to start a group for beginners so don’t be
shy! We have descant, treble and tenor recorders available for you to borrow and could even arrange for a bass to
be available. We are happy for anyone to have a go, whether you are able to read music or not. Let us know if you
are interested and we will set up an introductory session. Making music is a lot of fun!!
Lindsay Dunham 01296 712521 Helen Preston 01280 821232

French Improvers
Bordeaux Visit

In June, at the invitation of one of our former members, Jacques, seven of our group, plus partners, spent four very
enjoyable days in the very interesting and elegant city of Bordeaux.
Jacques and his partner, Maggie, met us at airport having already purchased travel tickets which allowed us use of
buses, trams and boats around the city for the duration of our stay, at a cost of €12 - great value.
We had some initial excitement when, on the journey from the airport to our hotel, six of us were a little slow
getting on the tram and were left on the platform not knowing where they were going. However, we were all soon
reunited!
The next day was spent exploring Bordeaux with Maggie and Jacques acting as our very well informed guides. This
included visits to the Cathedral, Town Hall, museums and a river trip, where we stopped for lunch. We ended the
day dining together in the warm open air in a tree lined square.
The remainder of the visit was left for us to explore at leisure but dine together in the evening and, of course, to test
the wine and put into practice our French before our return to Luton.

Maureen Turner
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Week 1 AM

PM

Week 2 AM

PM

MON

Bridge
Bridge Improvers 2
Creative Writing
Exploring the Past

Bridge Improvers 1
Painting

Bridge
Bridge Improvers 2

Bridge Improvers 1
Poetry Writing
Square Dancing

TUE

Bridge – Club
Bridge for Beginners
Computing/Beginners
Family History
Yoga

Gardening
Scrabble
Spanish Revision

Bridge Club
Bridge for Beginners
Computing/Beginners
Philosophy
Yoga

Italian
Scrabble
Spanish Revision

Bridge Tuition
Board Games
French Lunch 1
Mah Jong
Recorders
French for Beginners
Chess Club

Latin
New to Drawing

Bridge Tuition
Canasta
French Advanced 1
French Advanced 2
French Intermediate 1
German 1
Recorders
French for Beginners

New to Drawing

Architecture
Crafts & Card Making
Walking

Singing for Fun

Film Study
Handbells 1 & 2
Local History 3
Russian

Croquet
French Improvers
Italian for Beginners
Deutsch Aktuell

WED

THUR

FRI

Local History 1
Local History 2
Walking
German –
Diskussionsgruppe
Handbells 1 & 2

Croquet
French Improvers
Italian for Beginners

Week 3 AM
MON

TUE

WED

THUR

FRI

PM

Week 4 AM

PM

Bridge
Bridge Improvers 2
Creative Writing

Bridge Improvers 1
Painting

Bridge
Bridge Improvers 2

Bridge Improvers 1
Poetry Writing
Square Dancing

Bridge Club
Bridge for Beginners
Computing/Beginners
Family History
Yoga

Flower Arranging
Scrabble
Spanish Revision

Bridge Club
Bridge for Beginners
Computing/ Beginners
Philosophy
Wild Life
Yoga

Italian Improvers
Play Reading
Scrabble
Spanish Revision

Bridge Tuition
Board Games
Mah Jong
Recorders
French for Beginners
Chess Club

Canasta
Latin

Bridge Tuition
French Advanced 1
French Advanced 2
French Intermediate 1
German 1
Recorders
Canasta

Local History 1
Local History 2
Walking

Digital Photography
Poetry Reading

Crafts & Card Making
Walking

Book
Singing for Fun

German Disk’gr
Handbells 1 & 2
Jazz Apprec.

Croquet
French Improvers
Italian for Beginners

Handbells 1 & 2
Local History 3
Russian

Croquet
French Improvers
Italian for Beginners
Deutsch Aktuel

OPEN MEETING
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BUCKINGHAM & DISTRICT U3A ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
To be held on Wednesday 28th
October 2015 at 2.30pm
in Buckingham Community Centre

AGENDA
1. Welcome by the President, Bryan Weston-Thomas
2. Apologies for absence
3. Minutes of the last AGM held on 22 October 2014
4. Chairman’s report – Clive Cowdy
5. Treasurer’s report – Paddy Collins
6. Adoption of reports
7. Election of officers
8. Election of Committee
9. Position of President
10. Members’ Forum – to be chaired by Clive Cowdy
The meeting will be followed by tea and the opportunity to view Group Display stands

July Social
The July social went well with
musical entertai nment, a play
reading, food and Pimms.
There was also a demonstration of
how to use a defibrillator.
It was so rewarding to see our
members chatting and enjoying
themselves.
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Renewal of Membership
Membership fees are due on the 1st October.
The fees are £10 for full membership and £6.50 if you belong to another U3A.
It is probably too late to set up a Standing Order for this year but you can pay by either Bank Transfer or Cheque –
see below.
Bank Transfer
Sort Code 30-63-97
Account No. 22188268
Please quote your Membership Number and Surname.
or
Cheque to:
Lesley Suggate
Membership Secretary
26 Highlands Road
Buckingham. MK18 1PL.
Please put your Postal Code or Membership Number on the reverse of the cheque.
If you wish to set up a Standing Order for next year the form is on the Website together with a Gift Aid Form.
If you do not use the Internet, please contact me as above.
You may, of course pay at the September meeting – cheques would be preferred.

Lesley Suggate
Membership Secretary

st

Membership Renewal due 1 October 2015
Renewal Form – please use with your cheque when renewing your membership
Name _____________________________________
Membership Number ________________________

or

Postal Code ________________________________
Email (if changed in the last twelve months ) _____________________

Send to Mrs. L. Suggate 26 Highlands Road, Buckingham MK18 1PL

