Buckingham and District U3A Newsletter
Number 53 April 2015 Web Address www.buckinghamu3a.org.uk
Opinions and statements made by individual members
are not necessarily those of the Editor or Trustees
The next Newsletter is due out in September; deadline for copy is August 31st

Chairman’s Notes
Sadly Joan Hatherley resigned as Treasurer in January. I thank her for all the work she has
done over the last 16 months. I am pleased to report that Paddy Collins has now taken
over the role of Treasurer and Valerie Shaw has been co-opted as Secretary. I apologise for
any problems that this caused during the changeover, which was made worse by illness and
holidays. Hopefully everything is now running smoothly.
As our membership has grown our income has increased more than our expenditure and
we now hold larger reserves than necessary. We therefore propose to reduce our
membership subscription to £10 from the 1st October. Details can be found elsewhere in
this Newsletter. We would also like to use some of the excess funds to help individual
groups purchase items that would help them run more efficiently. So for a limited time we are inviting applications
from groups for money to purchase equipment. These requests must be for a minimum cost of £50 and for capital
items only. All requests will be considered on their merits by the committee.
Carolina Kenealy has done a splendid job in organising our social events over several years but now feels she can nolonger cope with the responsibility of organising our catering in addition to editing the Newsletter. We therefore
urgently need a volunteer or volunteers to take responsibility for organising the 4 social events we currently provide.
If no one comes forward we may be forced to cancel future socials.
A number of groups use the Mezzanine room in the Library. We have recently had a problem with disabled
members’ access because of safety regulations and the availability of trained staff. We are talking to the Library to
clarify the situation but for the present I am afraid that the onus is on our disabled members to check with the
library regarding access on a particular day.

Clive Cowdy
GOOD NEWS- REDUCTION OF MEMBERSHIP FEES
Membership Subscription Renewals
Your membership is due for renewal on the 1st October 2015. As you will see from the Chairman’s Report, the
Annual Membership fee is going down to £10 per year for a few years. Over 400 members pay by Standing Order
and in order for this to continue at the correct rate, you will need to take or send a new Standing Order Form to your
bank. A Standing Order Form is attached at the back of the newsletter.
Payments by cheque should be made payable to ‘Buckingham U3A’ and posted before the 1st October, to
Lesley Suggate, Membership Secretary, 26 Highlands Road, Buckingham MK18 1PL.
Cheque payments will be processed to the bank after the 1st October.
To reduce the administration involved, any overpayment of subscriptions will be treated as a donation to the U3A
unless a refund is specifically requested.

Lesley Suggate, Membership Secretary
There is a new standing order form on page 15 of this newsletter
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Don Horne

Technical equipment
All our equipment, except the video camera, is now held by John White. Anyone wishing to borrow these or make
enquiries should contact John on 01280 824468 or 07921 823189

Charity stall
The Lovely Ladies of the flower Arranging Group raffled the displays they produced for the January meal, raising £69;
a splendid sum. Many thanks ladies. The January stall raised £110. The February stall raised £54 which was a little
disappointing but March was even worse we only raised £36 despite the fact that we had a fantastic range of books
for sale. The Pattishall Good Neighbours Club allowed me to sell my "Little" book at their AGM and it raised £39.
We already have some contributions for the April stall, some great jazz records and also film DVDs and a great
variety of CDs. In May we will be selling all sorts of garden items, there are already many small plants growing in
next doors greenhouse. In June we have a white elephant stall so bring your unwanted bits and pieces to that. In
July we will have our usual raffle; again there will be fantastic prizes. Some people tell me they have trouble getting
items to the stall, just get a message to me and I will arrange collection.
Remember, we all voted to support The Young Carers so please help us raise our target.
Plans are going ahead to produce a calendar for 2016. Peter Cammas is going to ask the Digital Camera Group to
produce the pictures. If they are as good as the ones on show at the AGM it is going to be great.

Dusty
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New member’s Coffee Morning
A great deal of chatter and laughter emanated from the Bar area of The Buckingham Golf Club during the hour and
half that the New Members Coffee morning took place on Friday 27th February 2015.
We were all served with coffee as we arrived and then Martin Paul, our Vice Chairman, gave a brief talk on the
origins and aims of the University of the Third Age. After this members were encouraged to move around the room
and speak to a stranger in order to introduce that person to the group. It sounds daunting, but was fun. Many
instant friendships resulted as members found they shared common interests, work places, colleagues,
environments and holiday destinations.
This I believe is the true spirit of the U3A in Buckingham
Fulfillment,Friendship,Fun

Sheila Everson New Members Liaison Officer
Art Appreciation Group
During January 2015, group visits were made to various exhibitions in London using the Winslow Community Bus; to
see John Constable at the Victoria & Albert Museum, Rembrandt at the National Gallery and Late Turner at Tate
Britain.
In February 2015, there were group visits to the Ashmolean in Oxford to see William Blake, Apprentice and Master,
which included the works of Samuel Palmer, Rubens and his Legacy and Van Dyck to Cezanne at the Royal Academy
of Arts. There were illustrated talks about all these artists beforehand in preparation for the visits.
It is regrettable that for the time being the Art Appreciation group meetings, which are normally held on the 1st and
3rd Fridays in the month at the Buckingham Centre, Verney Close at 9.45am, have had to be cancelled.
This is due to the (hopefully temporary) ill health of the Group Co-ordinator.
Please refer to the website for future announcements. Thank you.

Strollers

The strollers group has grown in numbers. We had a lot of new members last year so unfortunately I have had to
start a waiting list. We have had some interesting new walks together with some of the old favourites. The picture
above was a lovely walk round the village of Fringford on a very cold bright January day. Another lovely walk was
round the village of Gawcott followed by coffee and hot buttered toast supplied by the landlady at the local Gawcott
pub. We also had a very interesting stroll around the village of Lillingstone Lovell.
Sheila Dalzell – 01280 817747
Web sites for photos: http://www.freewebs.com/bucksu3astrollers
https://www.flickr.com/photos/124837803@N06/sets/72157644801002012/
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Local History Group 2
A lively talk on Tudor Christmases followed by a buffet rounded up the programme for 2014. It has been a very
diverse year and a not altogether a smooth running one, but on the occasions when speakers have not been able to
turn up members of the group have stood in giving us very rewarding meetings. One was a fascinating talk on South
Africa, which was local history for two of our members, and another was a group reminiscence of members’ own
local histories. We did, however, enjoy talks from the outside speakers did turn up. ‘Tingewick’s pubs’, ‘The
Salvation Army in Buckingham’, ‘Winslow in the 16th Century’, and a ‘History of Dadford’ were some of the topics.
Other talks were ‘How Buckingham Was’, Rosemary Heywood’s experience of running Paynes Coaches, ‘A Woman in
a Man’s World’ and two very interesting talks by local historian and archaeologist, Susan Sorek. She talked about
‘Roman Coins in Buckingham’ and ‘The Man who Killed Richard III’, a topical subject with the recent re-interring of
the last Plantagenet king.

MURSLEY CHURCHYARD
In addition to our talks in the comfort of the Mezzanine Room, we made a number of visits to a wide variety of
places; a ‘Heritage Walk in Aylesbury’, guided tours of Wingrave, Towcester, Great Horwood, and one to Mursley
where one of our own members showed us around. The group is extremely grateful to the people who give up their
time to take us around these villages and churches, pointing out places of interest and very often supplying us with
refreshments as well. Hopefully our small contributions help to preserve some of Buckingham’s local history.

CHILTERN OPEN AIR MUSEUM

IN THE DEPTHS OF OXFORD CASTLE

Other visits we made were to more established visitor centres. We journeyed through time at the Chiltern Open Air
Museum with its preserved Buckinghamshire buildings; we marvelled at the sheer number and intricacies of the
exhibits at the Pitt Rivers museum and were both horrified and sympathetic when we visited the Old Oxford Prison
in Oxford Castle. We were revived afterwards by a visit to the ‘Four Candles’ for lunch.
We continue to have a good number of members attending the meetings which are on the 1st and 3rd Thursday
mornings of each month and have a full programme arranged for the coming year.

Jean Churchill-Coleman
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Theatre Trips
I am hoping to arrange the occasional theatre outing from the Autumn. I have just reserved 12 tickets for Friday
October 23rd 2.30pm at Milton Keynes Theatre to see English National Ballet's Romeo and Juliet. Tickets cost
£26.00 maximum. I have also reserved 10 £15.00 tickets for the Thursday 5th November matinee performance of
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime. If you would like to reserve a ticket for either of these please
contact:
Diana Proctor 01869 278149 dianaprocter@hotmail.com

Hand Bells
We played at Gawcott School before Christmas. One little girl gave us the sketch below. We were just about to play
so there was not enough time to include all of us! A budding cartoonist in our audience!
We also played at Tingewick School, The Tingewick Diamonds Club and gave a recital at Maids Moreton Hall where
the mother of one of our ringers stayed for a while.

For the last few years Hand Bell ringers from the surrounding area have been getting together to enjoy each other’s
company, show what they can do and prove we all make the same mistakes! This we call a “BellFest”.
We made the decision last year that we would host the next BellFest. We searched for a suitable venue based on
cost, size etc; finally choosing Quainton Memorial Hall.
The date was set for 21st March 2015 and other hand bell ringing groups invited to join us. We applied for financial
support from the Buckingham District U3A which was gratefully received.
Nine groups attended, ages spanning many decades, from St Mary & St Giles C of E Junior School to… well … old
enough to know better!!
A subject is set each year by the Host Group, all groups ringing tunes chosen by themselves to reflect that theme.
This year we chose “Cities of the World and How to Get to Them”. Cities chosen by the various groups ranged from
New York to Rome and from Dublin to Coventry; and transport from sailing to a runaway train.
The last item of the day was a performance by all the groups of “Around the World”, the score having been supplied
by ourselves to all groups in advance. It was conducted by our leader, Derek Smith.
The Junior School, which has over forty children taking part in hand bell ringing, is keen to host the event next year.
Half way through the afternoon tea and biscuits were served by members of our team.
We are still looking for new members. Musical knowledge, as I have said before, while nice to have, is not necessary
for bell ringing; we do it by numbers, just like in the army but without any nasty NCOs.

Photographs of the Bellfest are on the next page.
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Recorder Group
The Recorder Group is continuing to enjoy playing a variety of music, some straightforward and some more
challenging! At Christmas we participated in the St Edburg’s Tree Festival in Bicester, as part of the musical
background to this fun community event. We also played for the U3A Christmas Social and busked by the
Buckingham Christmas Tree in aid of the U3A charity, Mind. As a group we have become members of the charity
CAFE, Creative Activities for Elderly People, which provides activities and concerts for elderly people in assisted
living, residential and care homes. We recently gave our first concert in Brackley, a mixture of traditional and uptempo music which was well received by the residents of Godwin Court.
Would any U3A members be interested in joining a new group which would be for beginner recorder players? This
would be an opportunity for beginners to try their hand at playing on a variety of recorders and work towards joining
the main group. If this appeals to you please ring Lindsay or myself for a chat so we can gauge the level of interest
and consider how such a group might operate.
Many thanks to our conductor, Derek Smith, who is continuing to provide invaluable musical direction and
encouragement to improve.

Lindsay Dunham 01296 712521 Helen Preston 01280 821232
Deutsche Diskussionsgruppe
Our group continues to meet every first and third Friday morning in the month. A topic for discussion in German is
prepared and each member gives an individual interpretation of the subject. Recent topics have included the
following: Magic Moments at Christmas; Influence of the Digital Revolution on our lives; Euro and EU.
Each meeting begins with an icebreaker in the shape of quiz questions about Germany, also in German, for example:
When were the Olympics first held in Germany? Where does the Handel Festival take place annually? Who elects
the German President?
Cultural opportunities have included a live screening of Wagner’s Meistersinger from the Metropolitan Opera in New
York and, at the Film Place, Diplomacy, a film about the Nazi threat to blow up Paris in 1945.
Towards the end of February a regional Languages Group Study Day was organised by central U3A in Gerrards Cross,
when issues in foreign language learning for older learners, the use of language materials and activities, as well as
the role of the co-ordinator/leader were discussed. Two co-ordinators from our own German groups were able to
attend and benefit from this course.

Roy Walker

Advertisement
Beryl’s Holidays
Llandudno
There are still twins available for the Llandudno holiday
Valkenburg
Christmas Markets
The stalls are in caves, a novelty worth seeing I hope.
I have been allocated 8 singles for this holiday three of which are already booked.
Beryl Carr 01280 823808
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Trips and Outings
With Christmas well behind us we are looking forward to enjoying Spring flowers and, let us hope, warm sunny days
for our outings.
Our first trip of the year was enjoyable but somewhat marred by misunderstandings regarding departure time and
date. The Blue badge Guide took us to Mayfair and the surrounding area. After a tasty lunch we went to the Masonic
Temple. Our next visit will be on April 28th when we will visit the Geffrye Museum and after lunch, which is
available in the museum, the British Library. As I have explained to those who have already shown an interest in
going to the British Library, there are only two tour slots available, each for fifteen visitors. But people can wander
through the Library at leisure and unlike the booked tours, this is free. On May 29th we go to Wightwick
(pronounced Wittick I am told) a National Trust property in Wolverhampton. On June 29th we go to Mottisfont, in
Hampshire, in time to see the roses. On July 23rd we plan to visit Syon House – please note that the date for this visit
has been changed.
Further to the misunderstandings I mentioned above, I am not a co-ordinator and therefore do not have a regular
group of people going on the occasional trip to a particular place relevant to the group's subject. This means I am
unable to e-mail everyone going on my trips. I urge anyone who is in doubt regarding date or departure time to
telephone me. Do not rely on e-mails. Roland is very good at up-dating our web page, a quick and reliable source
for information and well worth checking if you are unsure.

Beryl Carr 01280 823808

The Russian Group
LYRA

The U3A Russian group first established contact with this vocal ensemble from St. Petersburg some seven
years ago and have kept in touch by attending their concerts when they tour the UK. Their name is a
transliteration of the Russian word for LYRE. All the singers are professional musicians singing in different
churches of St. Petersburg and some are also soloists at musical theatres in the city. Through their
performances they seek to introduce the enormous musical heritage of the Russian Orthodox Church, as
well as traditional Russian folk music to all people taking a genuine interest in Russia, its history and
culture.
When they tour the UK they are only four in number, singing unaccompanied or accompanying each other
on piano or keyboard, and staying overnight with pre-arranged hosts. They have stayed at Winslow on at
least three occasions. Their concert is in two parts, the first containing a wide range of pieces from the
whole classical repertoire, and the second usually consists of Russian folk songs and popular music,
perhaps culminating in a rousing chorus of the well-known “Kalinka” with audience invited to sing along.
For the second half traditional Russian costumes are worn, adding to the overall effect. We have met a
variety of singers from time to time under their director Andrei Sysoev from St. Petersburg Conservatoire.
One element pervades each occasion; one can forget all issues of politics or nationalism – these are a
group of musical professionals who meet a British audience to share musical art and culture. Surely this is
how things should be? We look forward to seeing them at the next opportunity.

Graham Bowe
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Russian Group
Despite the political doom and gloom that appears to be descending to an ever increasing degree on Anglo-Russian
relations the Buckingham and District U3A Russian Group meets with unabated enthusiasm on the second and
fourth Friday mornings of the month, meeting in members’ homes as far apart as Silverstone in Northamptonshire
and Harlington in Bedfordshire. Everyday spoken Russian is always in our sights, but we also take time to practise
our listening, reading and writing skills.
Lorna Joy has acquired and distributed copies of АНГЛИЯ, a newspaper published in London for the city’s 200,000
strong Russian population, a recent issue of which featured an interesting article on the new город сад (garden city)
of Bicester.
In stark contrast to the political scene there is always a generous helping of Russian cultural events available to us
locally. In the past few months we have had the opportunity to: see a live screening of Tchaikovsky’s opera Iolanta
from the Metropolitan Opera, New York, with Anna Netrebko in the title role; witness a first-class performance of
Mussorgsky’s Pictures from an Exhibition given by Craig Greene at the Radcliffe Centre; and attend an excellent
Russian film, “Leviathan”, at the Film Place.
Forthcoming offerings include a recital of pieces by Tchaikovsky, Borodin and Glinka by the renowned Russian pianist
Alexander Ardakov at Christ the Cornerstone, Milton Keynes, a rendering by Craig Greene of Rachmaninov’s
Variations on a Theme by Paganini at the same venue, and a rare performance of Prokofiev’s ballet “Ivan the
Terrible” via a live screening from the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow. How fortunate we are to have access to such
digitally-enabled events!

Roy Walker

Buckinghamshire Family History Society Open Day
Saturday 25th July 2015, 10am to 4pm
The Grange School, Wendover Way, Aylesbury, HP21 7NH.
Research facilities will include our names database (over five million entries),
and Parish Register, People, and Places libraries. Parish Register transcripts
and other research aids will be on sale. Expert advice will be on hand, with
guest societies from around the country, local heritage groups; suppliers of data
CDs, maps, software, archival materials and much more.
Free parking is available at the venue, or by bus from Aylesbury bus
station take Arriva service 50 towards Wendover, alighting on
Wendover Road opposite Chaucer Drive, about eight minutes walk.
Further information, including (from around Easter) a full list of
organisations attending, can be found at www.bucksfhs.org.uk
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When the Midwives Called Us
Such excitement. At 10.10am on the 4th August, Linda Gill, the London and Home Counties Federation
representative, phoned and sent us an email she had received from a script editor on Call the Midwife. They asked
for information concerning Square Dancing in the 50’s and 60’s as they wished to include a scene depicting our
favourite hobby in their next series.
Knowing that both Simon and I were dancing from 1954 (me) and 1967 (him) and that we house the National
Archives of Square Dancing in our (ware)house, she knew we could help.
I phoned the number on their email and the young lady told us that the story had the square dance being held to
raise funds in the Midwives’ community. They would need a caller, some music and some “professional” dancers as
extras to mingle with the cast to help with the dancing.
I asked when they planned to do the filming and she said it would be about the last week in September.
Hmmm! That could be difficult as we were very involved in running the GSI Festival and Caller/Cuer School that
week.
However that was a small problem for only us. I knew that Granville Spencer was not involved in the GSI
project, and better still his Club, Hogsmill SDC, was about the nearest one to the Film Studio. I know that Granville
has a great personality and has, in fact, appeared on TV in connection with his Day Job in the past, so confidence
would not be lacking.
Fortunately Granville was agreeable if slightly stunned by my suggestion that he act as caller in a high profile
BBC drama series. But he was sure he could find enough dancers willing and conveniently placed to drop everything
and go to the studio when required.
As Archivists we found contemporary music and photographs and sent them electronically, as references for
fashions in those days. When it came to the filming they didn’t in fact use the music I suggested as, in spite of my
assurances to the contrary, they were worried about music licences etc. They chose a piece of music which was very
nondescript and awful to dance to, but they were adamant it was to be used; so poor Granville had to adapt the
moves as I remembered dancing them then, to fit the music and eventually to suit the ability of the cast who had
obviously never Square Danced before.
As the time approached for the actual filming we were informed that they would need Caller and Dancers on
Tuesday 23rd of September for a couple of hours, just to show some of the cast how to do the dance moves.
Granville took care of that day whilst we were at the GSI caller school. They would then be Filming on Friday 26th
and would need us there by 9.30am. Yippee, we can do that. By missing the last evening dance of the GSI school, (a
fabulous emotional experience, we were told) we got home in time to get to bed early.
Despite some annoying traffic jams on the way we arrived in good time. We went straight into Wardrobe,
make up and hairdressing. All the men received very short back and sides, sideburns were shaved off and any
“designer stubbles” were clean shaven, except Simon’s, thank goodness! (No design there!) Period trousers and
check shirts with belts or braces were selected as well as Contemporary shoes – all very ancient. All personal
jewellery and spectacles were hidden away too.
The ladies were given dresses or skirts and blouses, curly hair dos and make-up applied (I ended up looking
like the Queen!). Once fit for camera we were told we could sit in the special bus, have coffee, and eventually lunch
from the mobile catering van. There were lots of yummy choices, hot and cold plus loads of salads.
Finally at about 3.30pm the words we had been waiting for, “You are needed on set”
The building was a pre-war industrial building, a big empty space once but now filled with partitions for
various sets, making a confusing maze to walk through to find the set depicting the Midwives Community Hall. Even
close to this looked very convincing, with Victorian style pillars and a proper stage. Granville held a microphone that
looked to be in period but was wired as a radio mike, so that he could stand anywhere and call to the dancers.
The first scene we took part in was meant to be when the dance was over and people were just having
drinks in groups and chatting. Two of our couples were placed over by the stage chatting to Granville and the action
had Simon and me walking across to join them, followed after a minute by Wendy and Tony. We practised the timing
10

of this a few times and then it was shot. Then the camera was moved and the whole thing was shot again, with
altogether 3 or 4 angles from the camera.
The scene finished with an exciting moment when a man rushes thought the doors and calls the doctor out
to an emergency. That was all shot several times too.
At about 5pm they served hot drinks and sandwiches just off the set and everyone had a twenty minute
break
At last we were told we could practice the actual dancing with the cast. We were arranged in two squares
with the “professional” dancers split between them. Three of our men, including Simon, got to dance with the
glamorous girls, Simon with the new Nurse, beautiful red headed Patsy, and Trixie, the pretty fashion conscious
nurse, opposite dancing with a handsome young extra.
Tony and I had six other members of the cast to cope with, including Fred the handy man, and the Doctor
and his sweet, Scottish wife. (She was a dear and chatted with me about Scottish dancing). Sadly three of our ladies
didn’t get to dance but acted as extras with all the other, watching from the sidelines. This was very frustrating for
them, having given so much time and energy into being there.
The moves we taught were Circle left and right, Allemande Left and Right and left Grand, Do sa do, Swing
and Promenade. Heads and Sides Right and left thru, Ladies chains all the way round, (changing partners was too
hard) Promenade home; all this in about half an hour. It was great fun, though quite tense at times in our set when
Fred kept going the wrong way and the Doctor didn’t immediately see how to do the Right and left Thru.
At last we were ready to shoot and this was done as before with rehearsals, shooting, re-shooting and the
same 3-4 changes of camera angle. They managed to finish about on time at 8pm and we were then free to go. First
we had to give back the clothes to wardrobe of course and Granville, Simon and I dealt with the business side of it
with the Second Assistant Director, another Simon.
Then the long drive home with aching legs and over excited brains. We made it home by 11.30pm and just
fell into bed with a hot chocolate drink for comfort.
We were paid by the Production Company and this has been shared between Hogsmill SDC and GSI
Caller Training. We were filmed as part of a fairly convincing Square Dance Party atmosphere which we hope will be
a good advert for our favourite activity.
And remember they called us first

Susie Kelly

Photo key: Top row l-r: Simon Kelly. Susie Kelly, Ian Falconer, Granville Spencer
Bottom row l-r: Ian Turvill, Ann Turvill, Lucy Falconer, Paul Barnes, Wendy Spencer
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The Christmas Social
Here are some of the photographs taken at the December Social
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Week by Week Activities
Week 1 AM

PM

Week 2 AM

PM

MON

Bridge
Bridge Improvers 2
Creative Writing
Exploring the Past

Bridge Improvers 1
Painting

Bridge
Bridge Improvers 2

Bridge Improvers 1
Poetry Writing
Square Dancing

TUE

Bridge – Club
Bridge for Beginners
Computing/Beginners
Family History
Yoga

Gardening
Scrabble
Spanish Revision

Bridge Club
Bridge for Beginners
Computing/Beginners
Philosophy
Yoga

Italian
Scrabble
Spanish Revision

Bridge Tuition
Board Games
French Lunch 1
Mah Jong
Recorders
French for Beginners

Latin

Bridge Tuition
Canasta
French Advanced 1
French Advanced 2
French Intermediate 1
German 1
Recorders
French for Beginners

WED

THUR

FRI

Local History 1
Local History 2
Walking
Qi Gong
German –
Diskussionsgruppe
Handbells 1 & 2

Croquet
French Improvers
Italian for Beginners

Week 3 AM
MON

TUE

WED

THUR

FRI

PM

Architecture
Crafts & Card Making
Walking
Qi Gong

Singing for Fun

Film Study
Handbells 1 & 2
Local History 3
Russian

Croquet
French Improvers
Italian for Beginners
Deutsch Aktuell

Week 4 AM

PM

Bridge
Bridge Improvers 2
Creative Writing

Bridge Improvers 1
Painting

Bridge
Bridge Improvers 2

Bridge Improvers 1
Poetry Writing
Square Dancing

Bridge Club
Bridge for Beginners
Computing/Beginners
Family History
Yoga

Flower Arranging
Scrabble
Spanish Revision

Bridge Club
Bridge for Beginners
Computing/ Beginners
Philosophy
Wild Life
Yoga

Italian Improvers
Play Reading
Scrabble
Spanish Revision

Bridge Tuition
Board Games
Mah Jong
Recorders
French for Beginners

Canasta
Latin

Bridge Tuition
French Advanced 1
French Advanced 2
French Intermediate 1
German 1
Recorders
Canasta

Local History 1
Local History 2
Walking
Qi Gong

Digital Photography
Poetry Reading

Crafts & Card Making
Walking
Qi Gong

Book
Singing for Fun

German Disk’gr
Handbells 1 & 2
Jazz Apprec.

Croquet
French Improvers
Italian for Beginners

Handbells 1 & 2
Local History 3
Russian

Croquet
French Improvers
Italian for Beginners
Deutsch Aktuell
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OPEN MEETING

This is a piece of Creative Writing from Helen Scott
12 Manor Road, Bethnal Green, North East London
th
6 February 1978
Dear Margaret
Thank you for your letter, it was quite a shock to receive it. I was not quite sure where to begin to explain to you but here goes, I
expect it is best to start at the beginning.
th
It was the week of my 16 birthday. I was living in Shoreditch with my parents Bill and Grace. Both my parents were devout
Catholics and I had been raised in the Catholic faith myself. That weekend they were going off to a conference, where many
denominations were gathering. It was the first time they had left me on my own and boy was I excited. My life had been quite
sheltered and the ritual of prayer in my home had to be followed to the letter. However I had a school friend called Josie who
was a little on the wild side, her parents were very Bohemian and she had been raised in a completely different way to me. She
knew my parents were going to be away that weekend and she had arranged to call for me on Saturday evening and take me to
a travelling fair that had arrived in our area earlier that week. My parents would have been horrified and as it was I also felt a
little nervous about this daring thing I was about to do. Waving Mum and Dad off on Saturday morning I had mixed emotions, on
the one hand feeling really excited about the daring thing I was about to do and on the other, hearing My Mum’s words “Have a
nice weekend and behave yourself”. The time came for Josie to call for me and dressing warmly I followed her to the car, where
her brother was waiting for us. We soon arrived at the fairground; I had never experienced such sights and sounds before. The
music blared out and everywhere was alive with colour and noise. The smells of toffee apples and candy floss filled the air.
“Come on said Josie, let’s head for the dodgems, there is a really dishy guy running them.” I was filled with excitement and
terror at the same time, the rush of energy within was amazing. We spent our time between rides but always heading back to
the dodgems. I began to look at my watch quite concerned at how the time had flown by, but Josie said her parents were not
worried what time she was back and as mine were not there it did not matter. Throwing caution to the wind, I let myself enjoy
the night. The dark haired man running the dodgems, kept winking at me, it made me feel very special. As the rides began to
close down he came over and whispered in my ear, “Hi beautiful, how are you” It sent shivers down my spine. He asked if he
could buy me a coffee. Looking round I could see that Josie was caught up with a cute blonde haired man and was obviously
oblivious to what I was doing. So taking his hand I allowed him to lead me around the back of the caravans. His kisses were
amazing I had never felt this way before. Silas told me he was an Irish gypsy and had been travelling with the fair for many years.
One thing led to another and unfortunately due to my sheltered upbringing I really did not have a clue what the outcome would
be. Leaving the fair with his words in my ear “ Come back soon darling, we can run away together. I thought I was the most
sophisticated grown up girl ever.
I returned home tired and excited and planned to return the next day to catch up with Silas. After a night filled with dreams of
him I awoke the next day, excited about returning to the fair. I couldn’t wait for Josie to call. Just after 2pm we headed off, my
parents were due home at 7pm so I knew I would have to be back by then. Imagine my disappointment on arriving at the
fairground to see nothing but empty space and litter of course they had moved on, never to be seen again. As the month passed
I began to realise that there was something wrong. My Mum who was very observant noticed that I had missed my monthlies
and marched me off to the doctor. As you have probably guessed, yes I was pregnant with you. The shame this bought upon my
family, my mother and father were mortified. They sat down and discussed at great length what should be done and it was
decided I would be sent to an aunt in the country and once you were born would give you up for adoption. It was not an easy
birth but as soon as I saw you I was filled with a great love for you. You had your fathers beautiful dark curly hair and I could see
that you were going to be a beauty. But it was not to be, your fate had already been decided and someone was coming later
that day to take you from me. You cannot imagine how I cried at the unfairness of it all, but I had no say in this. I returned home
and continued my schooling, going on to teach at my local school.
Each year on your birthday, my thoughts would return to you. I would take out the tiny little lemon bootees I had knitted and
shed a little tear. “Where were you? Were you happy? I would ask myself. Time passed and I eventually met my husband Mark
and went on to have two further children, Richard and Emily. I have always been very honest about your birth and my daughter
Emily has even asked me if I wanted to try and find you. I struggled long and hard with this but decided that if you were happy
with your adopted family then I did not want to interfere. So imagine my delight (and shock) on opening your letter. Margaret,
it would give me great pleasure to meet you. I will always regret the day I gave you away but am so pleased that your adoptive
parents have loved you. In time may be you can come and meet your brother and sister, but I would like to meet you alone to
begin with. I look forward to your reply and hope that it will be possible for us to meet up together.
Your loving mother
Jacqueline (Adams)
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BUCKINGHAM & DISTRICT U3A
SUBSCRIPTIONS – PAYMENT BY STANDING ORDER
We have introduced the idea of paying your annual subscription by Standing Order, and we hope that the majority will
pay this way.
This has 2 main benefits:
1. it ensures that your sub is always paid on time, with no further involvement on your part;
2. the monies are paid directly into our bank, saving your cost of postage, or your time queuing up to pay in the hall.
The choice is still yours: Standing order or cheque/cash.
We are also encouraging our members to sign Gift Aid forms, see attached .This allows us to recover a proportion of
your subscription from the Inland Revenue. If you pay tax, read the notes, and if applicable to you, please sign and
hand in.
What To Do With This Completed Form
The form below should be taken or sent to your own bank, or instructions given to your bank via the internet at
any time before the end of September.
Your bank will pay our bank on 15th October, each year, until you countermand the order.
PLEASE ENSURE , IF TWO SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE TO BE PAID,
THAT THE AMOUNT IS MADE CLEAR.
CUT HERE

NEW STANDING ORDER FORM
Your Full Name/s…………………………………………….… Membership No. ………
Name of your bank…………………………………………
Sort Code (being debited)…………………Account No (being debited) ………………….
DESTINATION :

CAF Bank
Sort Code

40-52-40

Account No.

00008412

Buckingham & District University of Third Age (U3A)
Amount to be paid annually £10.00 (Ten Pounds) £20.00 (Twenty pounds))
PLEASE DELETE AS NECESSARY
Start Date ……15th October 2015
Please cancel any previous instructions regarding this payee.
Bank Reference Only :

Member’s full name/s, including first name/s/Number.

Signed……………………………………………………………………..Dated…………………….
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Proposed new Group
I am thinking of starting a ‘New to Drawing’ group. Designed specifically for people who want to take up drawing for
the first time it will cover basic pencil to paper techniques. If there is anyone out there interested in this new group
please let me know on:
01280 815636 or carolina.kenealy@sky.com

There will be more information in the September Newsletter but here is the date and venue for the Festive Lunch

Sunday 10th February 2016 Villiers Hotel Restaurant.
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