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Buckingham and District U3A Newsletter Number 51 September 2014 

Web Address www.buckinghamu3a.org.uk 

Opinions and statements made by individual members 

are not necessarily those of the Editor or Trustees 

The next Newsletter is due out in December; deadline for copy is November 30th 

 

 

Chairman’s Report 
"Hello everybody, and welcome back after the summer break.  I expect that many of you have been involved with 
grandchildren, either sharing a holiday with them or caring for them while their parents are working. 
 
By now all our groups will have restarted and several new and interesting ones have been launched.  Do try 
something new.  If what you try is not for you then you can always withdraw.  It is part of the U3A ethos to 
experiment and no one will mind if you quit. 
 
I am pleased to say that we have received several nominations for the vacancies on the committee.  However we 
have not yet received a nomination for the post of secretary.  The secretary is one of the four officers of our U3A and 
needs to be appointed at the AGM.  Please either consider volunteering for this position or persuade a friend to 
stand.  Our U3A is only a success because of the effort that members are prepared to make." 

Clive Cowdy 

 

Group Liaison Matters 
In the last Newsletter I mentioned several suggestions for new groups. I am pleased to report that at least one has 

already started, Computer Skills, and that two more seem certain to start soon. 

The other two groups that several members are interested in are Learning to Draw and  Qi Gong.  I hope to be able 

to hold a meeting for both groups very soon and if I already have your name, I will contact you when I know more.   

Qi Gong is likely to be held on Thursday mornings, hopefully at the University, but I am awaiting confirmation as I 

type this.  No day has been put forward yet for Learning to Draw, but I will keep you informed. 

Val Bradley       01280 817746     valmbradley@btinternet.com 

 

The Charity Stall 

Many thanks to all who have donated items to the stall and to those who have purchased items; so far this year we 

have raised £674 for MIND.  I hope to reach our target of £1,000 by the end of the year.   The September stall is 

devoted to jams, pickles, cakes and marmalade; we already have a number of jars ready for sale.  We do not have a 

stall in October as it is the AGM but there will be a collection box on the meet and greet table.  In November we are 

asking for jewellery and ‘bling’.  We will also be selling our Christmas quiz sheet.  At the December meeting there will 

be a raffle.  Books are always welcome any month.  If you would like to donate items but have difficulty transporting 

them we can arrange to collect, just let Dusty know.  The charity for 2015 will be decided at the AGM so if you would 

like us to support a local charity close to your heart, please let the Committee have your suggestion as soon as 

possible. 

http://www.buckinghamu3a.org.uk/
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          Computing For Beginners 

 Do you have a computer, laptop or iPad and are struggling to actually use it? 

 Is the internet a mystery to you?  

 Do you need to set up an email address but don’t know how? 
This is the course for you, where we learn from each other, and have some fun. We meet on Tuesday at the Council 

Chambers (opposite Waitrose).  

For more information please call me, Barbara Willis, on 01280 823549 or 07771 760835 

 

HOST 
There are international students at our universities hoping to have the privilege of meeting people who live in the 

UK. Having a well-educated younger person from another part of the world visit you for a day, a weekend, or over 

Christmas, is an ideal way of exchanging ideas about your respective cultures. It’s an opportunity to take a pride in 

our own country and to understand more about another one, while showing kindness to someone far from home. 

It’s also great fun. If you’re not sure about doing this on your own, why not get together with another U3A member 

and make a great international weekend of it? HOST is a well-established charity whose hosts are volunteers. Please 

see www.hostuk.org or call HOST 020 7739 6292. 

 

Catering 
Is there anyone out there who would consider taking over the position of Catering Coordinator?  There are two 

socials a year, in July and December and a lunch is provided for the Group Co-ordinators once a year.  At the 

moment we use Costco for the bulk of the food, using a U3A card, but anyone taking over may have other ideas. 

If you are interested or if you would like to help out at functions please phone Carolina Kenealy on 01280 815636. 

 

Deutsch Aktuell 
 A group for people who are reasonably confident in spoken German (you do not need to be perfect, just have the 
confidence to speak) to meet together once a fortnight to talk in German about contemporary German language and 
contemporary themes relating to the German-speaking world. Topics can vary from German opinions on world 
affairs to cartoons and German humour (yes, this really does exist!!). Native speakers are also welcome to join. We 
are currently meeting on the second and fourth Fridays of each month from 2.30 to 4.30, but as the group grows 
there may be scope to change the day to suit the majority. We also hope in the future to organise a few trips out to 
exhibitions or shows relating to German, and may from time to time participate in activities with the other 
Buckingham U3A German groups. If you would like to join this group, please phone Lorna Joy on Buckingham 860313 
or email lorna.joy@btinternet.com “ 

 
Renewal of Membership  

Fees are due for renewal on October 1st.   It is still £13 and cheques should be made payable to ‘Buckingham U3A’ 
and sent to Mrs L. Suggate, 26 Highlands Road, Buckingham, MK18 1PL.   I am afraid it is too late now to set up a 
standing order for this year.    

http://www.hostuk.org/
mailto:lorna.joy@btinternet.com
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Committee 

 
Chairman 

 

Clive Cowdy  

4 Lark Close Buckingham  

MK18 7EZ 

01280 824274 

kanata@btinternet.com 

Vice-Chairman Martin Paul  

5 Orchard Way 

Botolph Claydon MK18 2NG 

01296 713204 

martpaul@doctors.org.uk 

Treasurer Joan Hatherley 

30 Moorhen Way, 

Buckingham MK18 1GN 

01280 815019 

jchatherley@btinternet.com 

Secretary Diane Procter  

8 Rectory Close Marsh Gibbon 

Bicester OX27 OHT 

01869 278149 

dianaprocter@hotmail.com 

 

Business Sec/ 

Group Liaison 

Officer 

Val Bradley 

Cosy Nook Mount Pleasant Close 

Buckingham MK18 1DN 

01280 817746 

valmbradley@btinternet.com 

Speaker 

Secretary 

Christine Dodds  

12 Fair Meadow Winslow  

Bucks MK18 3JD  

01296 714336  

christine.dodds@hotmail.co.uk  

Membership 

Secretary 

Lesley Suggate 

26 Highlands Road 

Buckingham MK18 1PL 

01280 812195 

u3amember@btinternet.com 

Technical 

Resources 

David Angrave  

10 Moreton Road Buckingham 

MK18 1LA 

01280 816453 

angrave@madasafish.com 

 

Newsletter 

Editor 

Carolina Kenealy 

 22 Lenborough Road 

Buckingham, MK18 1DJ 

01280 815636 

carolina.kenealy@sky.com 

 

Webmaster Roland Simpkins 1 Cuckoo Hill 

Rise, Hanslope, MK19 7HT 

07973 772024 

01908 745964  

roland2@1stdirectory.com 

Publicity Don Horne  

31 Paynes Court High Street 

Buckingham MK18 1NQ 

01280 813587 

 

 

A big THANK YOU David for all your work on behalf of Buckingham U3A 

Due to a nasty fall David Angrave is retiring now instead of in October.  He has been in charge of technical support 

for ten years and will be greatly missed. 

 

mailto:kanata@btinternet.com
mailto:jchatherley@btinternet.com
mailto:dianaprocter@hotmail.com
mailto:u3amember@btinternet.com
mailto:carolina.kenealy@sky.com
mailto:roland2@1stdirectory.com
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 Week 1 AM PM Week 2 AM PM 

MON 

Bridge  

Bridge  Improvers 2 

Creative Writing 

Exploring the Past 

Bridge  Improvers 1 

Painting 

 

Bridge   

Bridge  Improvers 2 

Bridge  Improvers 1 

Poetry Writing  

Square Dancing 

 

TUE 

Bridge – Club 

Bridge for Beginners 

Family History 

Yoga 

Gardening 

Scrabble 

Spanish Improvers 

Spanish Revision 

Bridge Club 

Bridge for Beginners 

Philosophy 

Yoga 

Italian  

Scrabble 

Spanish Improvers 

Spanish Revision  

WED 

Bridge Tuition   

Board Games 

French Lunch 1 

Mah Jong 

Recorders 

French for 

Beginners 

 

Latin 

Music for Pleasure  

 

Bridge Tuition 

Canasta 

French Advanced 1 

French Advanced 2 

French Intermediate 1 

German 1 

Recorders 

French for Beginners 

Latin 

 

THUR 

Local History 1    

Local History 2 

Walking 

 Architecture 

Crafts & Card Making 

Walking 

Singing for Fun 

 

FRI 

Art Appreciation  

German  –

Diskussionsgruppe 

Handbells 1 & 2 

Croquet 

French Improvers  

Italian for Beginners 

Film Study 

 Handbells 1 & 2  

History of Literature & 

Theatre 

Local History 3 

Russian 

Croquet 

French Improvers 

Italian for Beginners 

Deutsch Aktuell 

 Week 3 AM PM Week  4 AM PM 

MON 

Bridge  

Bridge  Improvers 2 

Creative Writing 

Bridge  Improvers 1 

Painting 

 

Bridge  

Bridge Improvers 2 

Bridge Improvers 1 

Poetry Writing 

Square Dancing 

TUE 

Bridge Club 

Bridge for Beginners 

Family History 

Yoga 

Flower Arranging 

Scrabble 

Spanish Improvers 

Spanish Revision   

 

Bridge Club 

Bridge for Beginners 

Philosophy 

Wild Life  

Yoga 

Italian Improvers 

Play Reading  

Scrabble 

Spanish Improvers 

Spanish Revision 

WED 

Bridge Tuition  

Board Games 

Mah Jong 

Recorders 

French for 

Beginners 

 

Canasta 

Latin 

 

Bridge Tuition 

French Advanced 1 

French Advanced 2 

French Intermediate 1 

German 1 

Recorders 

Canasta 

 

OPEN MEETING 

THUR 

Local History 1   

Local History 2 

Walking 

Digital Photography 

Poetry Reading 

Keep Fit 

Crafts & Card Making 

Walking 

Book  

Singing for Fun 

FRI 

Art Appreciation  

German Disk’gr 

Handbells 1 & 2 

Jazz Apprec.  1 

Croquet 

French Improvers 

Italian for Beginners 

Handbells 1 & 2 

History of Lit & Th’tre 

Local History 3 

Russian  

 

Croquet 

French Improvers 

Italian for Beginners 

Deutsch Aktuell 
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Local History Group (1) 
To date this year we have had another interesting mix of talks and visits.  We learned more about some of the 
important families of the past - the Drydens of Canons Ashby, the Temples of Stowe, the Freemantles of 
Swanbourne and the Washingtons of Sulgrave Manor.  There were also recollections from two world wars, an 
historic glimpse of Calverton and the three Wealds and revelations about Buckingham Parish Church from our old 
friend Ed Grimsdale.  With the help of local guides we also visited Whitchurch, Towcester and the Roman Villa at 
Piddington. 
Unfortunately I shall be giving up the co-ordinators role at the end of the year and so far I have not been able to find 
a replacement.  Our last meeting is therefore likely to be on 20th November when we have our traditional buffet and 
quiz.  

If any U3A member would like to run the group next year, 
please do get in touch with me on 01280 815946. 

 

 
The Recorder Group 

The recorder group is continuing to progress well, with eight regulars and interest being shown from new members.  

We would welcome anyone who has an interest in playing or learning to play.  We play a wide variety of music styles 

so there is something for everyone.   In July we enjoyed a lovely evening being part of the entertainment at the 

Akeley Pig Roast, playing music as diverse as Greensleeves, Blues and The Beatles. 

If you would like to learn more about us do call! 

Helen Preston (01280 821232) or Lindsay Dunham (01296 712521) 

 

 

History of Literature and Theatre 

On the 27th August the History of Literature and Theatre group went to see a controversial open-air production of 

‘Macbeth’ staged in the gardens of Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford – ‘controversial’ so much so that any encounter 

between group members in the streets of Buckingham has resulted in heated debate as to its rights and wrongs! 

We had studied ‘Macbeth’ in the context of the Gunpowder Plot, the arrival of James I to the English Court and the 

machinations of Elizabeth’s intelligence service.   We’re stepping back a bit to look at the dangers of religious 

allegiance disguised as an impossible love story in ‘Romeo and Juliet’.  This will take us on to the history of the Bible 

resulting in the King James’ Version: meanwhile, we’ve slipped in a comparison of farce in the Shakespeare canon by 

looking at ‘Comedy of Errors’ and an episode of ‘Fawlty Towers’. 

Coming up will be Milton, the masque, Civil War and the Merry Monarch.  We will be able to track the emergence of 

diarists, journalists, novelist and finally women on the stage! 

Liz Loutfi 
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Dutsche Diskussionsgruppe – Hanover Trip 2014 by Sandra Truscott 
 

 
 
 

 
In May this year, a number of us from the second German Conversation group went to Hanover, under the 
leadership of our co-ordinator Roy Walker. The trip coincided with the tricentenary of the accession of the House of 
Hanover to the English throne.  We all attended a re-enactment of GeorgeI  leaving his palace (Herrenhausen) in a 
smart coach, accompanied by ladies in waiting and coachmen, on his way to London.  It was unfortunately a bitterly 
cold day, so after the farewells most of us set out to look at the famous gardens and glass houses (where it was 
much warmer!). It was three weeks later when the coach, apparently, arrived in England.  None of us were there to 
welcome it!  
We did, however, visit other towns in the region which were connected historically with the House of Hanover, 
including Celle and Hildersheim.  We were lucky enough to be taken on a guided tour of Braunschweig (Brunswick to 
us) by one of Roy’s former pupils at the Royal Latin School.  Other highlights were the Hanover Marathon which 
closed down the centre of the city on the Sunday of our arrival – an unexpected treat.  We also went to the Hanover 
Opera House to see a superb production of Benjamin Britten’s Midsummer Night’s Dream.  The supertitles in 
German helped us navigate our way through the opera!  Some of the time we were accompanied by Werner, a 
German friend of Roy’s, who made sure we spoke at least some German and who also took us to some very delicious 
eating establishments.  Altogether it was a really successful trip, which whetted our appetites for another holiday in 
an equally unfamiliar part of Germany. 
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Annual Lunch 

BUCKINGHAM & DISTRICT U3A... ANNUAL LUNCH BOOKING FORM. 

SUNDAY, 11th JANUARY 2015 1pm  
Venue – The Tanlaw Mill at the University of Buckingham. Hunter Street. 

The bar will be available from 12 noon for aperitifs.  
MENU 
Starter 

Roast Parsnip and Chestnut Soup 

Or 

Chicken Liver Parfait 

Please tick your choice of starter 
 

Main Course 

Choice of roast: 

Lamb 

or 

Beef 

or 

Gammon 

Plus 

Vegetarian Lasagne 

Please tick your choice of main. 

 

Desserts 

Choose from; 

Lemon Meringue Pie 

Fresh Fruit Salad  

Note: Cream served separately 

Please tick your choice of dessert. 
 

Coffee/Tea and Mints. 
 

If you would like to attend, please tick your choice of starter and dessert, and indicate if you would prefer a 

vegetarian main course. Print your name and telephone number and email address below, and send the form, with 

your cheque for £22 payable to Buckingham & District U3A, to Bryan Weston-Thomas, 18 Coopers Wharf, 

Buckingham MK18 1UP. There is ample room in the Tanlaw Mill Car Park. 
 

NAME……………………………........……………                                                              Tel………………………….................……………  

 

Email................................................................................. 

 

The closing date for booking: 28th November 2014.  
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The Annual Lunch. Sun 11TH Jan 2015. 

 Venue – The Tanlaw Mill  

University of Buckingham. Hunter Street. 

Cost £22 per person.   

To book a table return this form to: BW Thomas at 18 Coopers Wharf, Buckingham. MK18 1UP.  

Closing date 21st November 2014. 

Any questions - Email: pbwt@btinternet.com or phone 01280 813664 

Together with cheques totalling £220, made out to Buckingham U3A. 

 

Name - Lead Party 

No in 

party 
 

Tel No 

 

Email address 

  

10 

 

  

 

The lead party to provide an email address.  

The names of the party and their menu selections can be completed once the 

table booking has been accepted and confirmed. 

There is ample in the Tanlaw Mill Car Park at the University and easy access. 
There will be a bar available for aperitifs and your wines for lunch.  

Booking early is essential as places are limited. 
 

For Individual bookings see previous page. 

 

 

mailto:pbwt@btinternet.com
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A Familiar Weekend Sight or Not 
Passing through the street 

Of the university town of Buckingham 

In the noisy open top tour bus 

Announces an impressive list of names 

Of men and women that the town 

Inspired and the valuable 

Knowledge gained through 

Stowe and the University 

Some going on to serve society 

In important fields 

World wide 

Tourists riding on the top deck 

Can be tempted to reach out and touch 

The childlike castle that 

The voice informs 

Now a museum, once a gaol 

Adding to the charm 

Snakes the river where swans can be seen 

Yet one swan seen as a  

Weathervane on the Town Hall 

Slowly faces each corner of 

Town landmarks being 

Stowe 

University 

Tesco and Windsor Park 

Mass housing glistening in the sunlight 

The centre remains 

A historic market town 

To be enjoyed 

By tourist or not 

Janet Glew 

 

 
 

 

The Wonderful U3A  

 
When I retired, I thought: at last, I’ve got some time for me 

To catch up in the garden or invite friends round for tea 

But then I started to get bored with the routine of each day 

That is when I heard all about the wonderful U3A! 

 

Now every day is different and what’s more, I’m having fun 

For there’s writing, painting, poetry – something for everyone 

With local history, walking, art and all the things I love 

Days out with many friends I’ve made and all of the above  

Have made retirement such a joy that I will gladly say 

Don’t hesitate, just take the plunge, and join the U3A! 

Pam Tonge 
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Strollers 

 
So far this year strollers have been very lucky with the weather and we have had some lovely walks.  These have 
been located in a number of areas around Buckingham and towards Milton Keynes, covering country parks, village 
walks and many other routes.   We caused quite a stir in Twyford at the new village community shop where they sell 
‘The Grumpy Bakers’’ bread.  This proved very popular and apparently we cleared them out of bread; there is a 
picture of us all in the shop on their facebook page. This is the quote that accompanies the picture “When a flash 
mob from Buckingham U3A buys a day’s bread in 10 mins”.  The above photograph shows us at Claydon House, 
where we had a special afternoon outing visiting the gardens and walking by the lake.  Please look at our web site to 
see many more photographs of our walks.  We have had a lot of new members this year.   

Web sites for photos: http://www.freewebs.com/bucksu3astrollers 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/124837803@N06/sets/72157644801002012/ Sheila Dalzell – 01280 817747 

 

 

Outings and Holidays 
We have had another busy year with holidays enjoyed by all.  The Danube river cruise from Vienne to Budapest was 

a lovely experience.  As we were returning recently from Austria I overheard people on the coach trying to decide on 

their favourite excursion; I found it difficult to decide myself we had been to so many really pretty places. 

The last holiday with the U3A is to Harrogate in September, fingers crossed for good weather. 

In April we went on a ‘Legal London’ tour with a Blue Badge guide, she had been a solicitor so her stories were very 

entertaining. 

We had a trip to Greenwich which was marred by rain although it had cleared by the time we arrived at the Tower 

Bridge museum to see an exhibition with a sixties theme.  We were soon dancing to the music. 

A couple of years ago we enjoyed a visit to the Guards’ Chapel on the Sunday before Christmas for morning service.  

The Guards’ band played carols and hymns, Leroy Anderson’s ‘Sleigh Ride’ putting us in the mood for a little last 

minute shopping in Covent Garden.  Well worth a return visit.  Our next outing is to Portsmouth Historic Docks.  
Beryl Carr 

 

 

http://www.freewebs.com/bucksu3astrollers
https://www.flickr.com/photos/124837803@N06/sets/72157644801002012/
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Hand Bells 
The Hand Bells group continue to meet at Gawcot Chapel on Fridays. 
We are at the moment, in the early stages of arranging to host a Bell Fest next March.  In the coming months we 
expect to be ringing at local schools and clubs in the area. We are still looking to recruit new members.   You would 
not need to be able read music as we ring by numbers, so if you can count up to three or four and concentrate for a 
few minutes at a time we are your people !! 

With Christmas soon here we would like to put more "DING DONG" in "...MERRILY on HIGH" so come and try it. 
Contact Rodney 01280 823313 or Margaret 01296 713281. 

 

 
 

Book Group 
We have a thriving group of keen readers, who meet in the Mezzanine room at the Library every fourth Thursday of 
the month at 2.30pm. 
Members of the group have recently enjoyed a visit to the theatre in Northampton, to see 'Regeneration', a play 
made from a trilogy of books by Pat Barker.  The play is set during the First World War at Craiglockhart Hospital.  It is 
about the work of Dr. Rivers to treat shell shocked men, amongst them, the poets Siegfried Sassoon and Wilfred 
Owen.  We were all profoundly moved by the excellent play, beautifully performed. 
 We have read a varied selection of books this year, chosen by the members. 
We choose books we consider to have merit, some recently published ones and some classics. Members are 
responsible for  borrowing or purchasing their own copies and we tend to wait for a book to appear in paperback. 
Usually one member introduces the book to get the conversation started before we all join in. 
Recently we have read 'The Sense of an Ending ' by Julian Barnes, 'The Girls of Slender Means' by Muriel Spark, 
'Adam Bede' by George Eliot, 'Lifting the Latch' by Sheila Stewart  and 'An Officer and a Spy' by Robert Harris.  If you 
enjoy a good read, please come along and see what you think of the group.  

Janet Cobham, 10 Mallard Drive, Buckingham, MK18 1GJ    01280-813373 
 

 

Art Appreciation Group Report 
On 27th March, some group members attended a Best of British Study Day at the National Gallery, organised by the 

Third Age Trust which was very interesting. There is to be another study day in November again at the National 

Gallery. If anyone is interested, please contact me for details. 

We visited Compton Verney on 20th May to see the exhibition of Rodin sculptures alongside those of Henry Moore. 

Eleven large pieces were on display in the grounds, including Rodin’s The Burghers of Calais and Moore’s Arch, which 

overlooked the lake. The exhibition inside the house included drawings by Moore illustrating the sleeping population 

in the London underground during the 2nd World War. 

On 4th July, we visited Upton House to see their art gallery and the special exhibition of poster art. Finally, on 22nd 

July we visited the Ashmolean in Broadway, in the Cotswolds, for an exhibition of John Singer Sargent’s drawings and 

watercolours. The curator very kindly gave us an hour long tour of the museum which is full of curiosities and 

furniture. Well worth a visit! 

We continue to meet in the Mezzanine Room at the Buckingham Centre on the 1st and 3rd Fridays in the month at 

9.45a.m. We are currently studying the Post-Impressionists.   

Pam Tonge  Group Co-ordinator 

 



 

12 
 

U3A SQUARES 

Our Square Dancers continue to come regularly, some have been coming since our U3A started, which is very 

satisfying for us.  It shows we are continuing to interest and amuse. 

We usually have two squares and just occasionally three, and we really like the floor at the Buckingham Athletics 

club house.   

Some of our friends also join our Wednesday night group, called Share a Square.  They are the most travelled group 

we've ever known, we seem to have been shifted from one hall to another throughout Buckingham but we've 

settled now at Gawcott village hall.  That group has progressed further through the programme of moves and this 

very fact attracts some our U3A friends who also like the challenge.   

Some of you may remember that for several years past we have raised money for charity by putting on a fund raising 

dance on a Saturday night and inviting dancers from elsewhere to help us raise money.  Two years ago we had 

dreadful weather on the day we had chosen.  We changed the day, but had very disappointingly low numbers and 

made a loss.  So we left it a year to see what feed back we got and it seemed that our U3A friends enjoyed meeting 

other square dancers so I had a think.   

First I needed to change the date from February, so decided on April when Simon has his Birthday.  We called it a 

Birthday Tea dance for charity and had it on a Sunday afternoon.  We invited Share a Square and New City Squares 

to join us, and if they had all come that would have made over 60 dancers.  This nearly caused a problem because I 

had booked Thornborough Village hall thinking, from memory, that it was actually bigger than it was.  Fortunately 

several people couldn't come but even so it was very cosy.  Friends brought tiny sandwiches and cup cakes and we 

had great fun.  We will do it again in 2015 but annoyingly, Simon's birthday falls on Easter Sunday. 

Oh bother, but we shall just move the date by a week.  We raised £600 for charity this year, so fingers crossed for 

next year.                                                                          Susie Kelly   

 

 
 

Creative Writers 
As you may guess, we've had a very creative year.  We have had new writers joining us; some left us because of 

committee work or the lure of writing poetry, but most have returned to us.   So we are a dozen scribblers and we 

are back to meeting, in turn, at each other’s houses.   

At the beginning of August we were thrilled to have a young Playwright, whose work some of us had heard on BBC 

radio 4, to run a workshop for us.  She described the elements of writing for radio, for example, setting the scene 

with sounds, ensuring that the voices are distinctive, and of course that it is the right length, and of course, a good 

tale. 

She told us to write a list of different places in which our stories could be set; in a belfry, behind a waterfall, in a 

tunnel, on a boat etc.  Then she passed around photos of different characters and we had to choose one, then 

another character.  And so we started our plays.  It was very interesting and great fun, I think we learned a lot.  It 

wasn't cheap, we save £1 a week each to pay for it, but it's worth it.  

At the moment we are planning our writers' Christmas Lunch, one of the highlights of our year.          

Susie Kelly 

 



 

13 
 

 
Gardening Group  

For once Garden Group members have been able to enjoy outdoor summer visits without the necessity of raincoats 

and umbrellas and after the very wet winter, we gardeners have had very little to complain about. 

In May we visited The National Herb Centre beginning with an informative and interesting talk about all the different 

uses for the herbs they grow.  They also have gardens to wander around and the all-important tea room for tea and 

herb cake afterwards. 

Preston Bisset Nurseries always proves to be a popular venue and when we visited in June we had a question and 

answer session entitled ‘Everything you need to know about climbers’. We all learnt something and took away new 

ideas to cover fences and walls.  Tea and cake followed. 

July and we visited two gardens in Adderbury.  One was a tiny exquisite paved garden full of unusual plants, the 

other a walled garden with a sheltered gravel courtyard.  The obligatory tea was taken in The Red Lion pub on the 

village green. 

With autumn looming on the horizon we ended our outdoor session with a guided tour of Stowe Gardens.  Paul from 

the gardening team explained the current plans and answered questions from members.  It was a beautiful day and 

everyone thoroughly enjoyed a most interesting tour.  The perfect end was, of course, tea and cake in the tearoom!  

I can’t believe our next meeting will be October, the year has flown by.  We meet next time in Maids Moreton Village 

Hall when the topic will be ‘Apples’ - with tea and apple cake! We’ll also be sharing ideas for future programmes.  

Good Gardening!    Vee Sampson 

 
"Have you logged on to the Walking Group yet?" 
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The Bridge Club 

Tuesday mornings 10.00-11.00  Maids Moreton Village Hall 

 
Once a month on the first Tuesday of the month we run a competition. It is run over 11 months of the year starting 

in February through to December. Eight months have passed and the leading partnership is:-  

Kath Saunders and Shirley Webb with 309.40 points 

Only a partnership’s top five results, during the year count.   

The League as at the 2nd September is: 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

 

% % % % % % % % % % % Result 

Kath Saunders/Shirley Webb 

 

59.07 63.33 61.54 

  

78.85 46.61 

   

309.40 

Stella Gulliver and Nigel Read 56.55 

 

54.17 

 

53.57 

 

66.67 60.14 

   

291.10 

Anna Kavanagh and Helen Impey 54.76 50.00 

  

59.17 70.00 54.69 

    

288.62 

Margaret Place and Myra Tipping 67.26 50.83 

 

47.92 53.57 

  

65.94 

   

285.52 

Biddy Stephan/Chris Mullineux 57.14 

 

50.00 56.25 44.17 

  

45.38 

   

252.94 

Dorothy and David Hill 48.21 42.50 55.00 

   

48.44 51.69 

   

245.84 

Joyce Williams/Percy Allsworth 52.38 45.83 

 

51.04 

  

43.75 50.58 

   

243.58 

Gill Rowland and  Pru Harvey 38.1 49.17 65.97 

  

51.67 30.77 

    

235.68 

Beryl Coppins and Pat Howard 

 

25.00 

 

65.63 48.33 45.83 

 

49.28 

   

234.07 

Sue and Peter Dungate 

 

45.83 

  

54.17 52.50 60.94 

    

213.44 

Margaret and Peter Holman 

  

49.17 74.36 

 

69.17 

     

192.70 

Gina and Tony Crouch 52.38 

 

46.67 

    

64.17 

   

163.22 

Chris Cartwright/Iris Mobbs 41.07 

    

58.33 53.13 

    

152.53 

Pat and Bryan W Thomas 

  

48.61 

 

55.00 40.83 

     

144.44 

Joan and David Hatherley 38.1 40.83 

     

45.83 

   

124.76 

Christine and Wilf Moore 

      

63.46 45.83 

   

109.29 

Margaret Wash and Terri Morris 

     

35.00 17.31 40.16 

   

92.47 

Pamela Shear/Jan Loughter 42.86 

 

39.58 

        

82.44 
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There are still a few weeks left if anybody wants to join us for a game or two (2.00 p.m. on Fridays at 

Buckingham Town's Cricket ground) or next year we shall be restarting on the first Friday in April. 

Something to look forward to as the nights close in. 

Application  

Concentration  

Gesticulation  

and balls 

As we drift towards the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness so the close of the croquet season 

looms on the horizon. This has been a very successful croquet summer with more members joining 

the group and no sessions lost to bad weather. In fact there has been more need for sunscreen than 

wet weather gear – a vast improvement on some previous seasons. And we have had fun! 

 The groundsman at Buckingham Cricket Club has done us proud with a beautifully prepared outfield 

available to us every week. It may not be as level as a proper croquet green, but the slopes and 

bumps do present some very interesting challenges! 

As can be seen from these candid pictures, croquet is a game that requires: 
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Food 

Lots of gossip 

Entertainment 

A good turnout of 

members 

July Social 

The social had all the usual ingredients 


